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Mexican literary history through the perspective of the presept.
Finally, the chapter concludes with the assertion that the complexllty
of her experimental literary work is not an obstacle to the practice
of pedagogy, but rather offers a vantage point from which s.tudents
can engage with literature as a collective form of understanding and
producing an alternative present.

Notes

L. Besides the novel The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao (2007?,
Diaz has published the short story collections Drown 1996) and This
Is How You Lose Her (2012).

2. Alvarez has received numerous awards and has published the
following novels: How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents (1991), In
the Time of the Butterflies (1994), ; YO! (1997), In the Name of Salomé
(2000), How Tia Lola Came to ¥isit Stay (2001), When We Were Free
(2002), and Saving the World (2006). She is also the author of several
collections of poems: Homecoming (1984), The Housekeeping Book
(1994), The Other Side/El otro lado ( 1995), Homecoming: New and
Collected Poems (1996), and Seven Trees (1999), and has edited the
collection of poems Old Age Ain 't for Sissies.

Work Cited

Corral, Will H., Juan A. de Castro, and Nicholas Birns. 7he Contemporary
Spanish-American Novel. Bolaio and After. Bloomsbury, 2013. i

xvi Critical Insights

On Contemporary Latin American Fiction:
From Engaged Literature to Depoliticized
Autofiction

Ignacio Lopez-Calvo

In an interview with Javier Rodriguez Marcos, Peruvian Nobe]
Prize winner Mario Vargas Llosa, after providing some exceptions,
describes today’s Latin American literature as “less engaged and
more self-absorbed.” Valerie Miles, founder of the Spanish edition
of Granta magazine, shares the same assessment about the newer
generations of Latin American authors: “The ideas about politics
are not so obvious in their writing as they were in the writers of
the boom: politics becomes something more intimate that comes
out from the daily life with the partner, children... not from the
state” (Sanchez Diaz n.p.). The reason for this depoliticization,
in Vargas Llosa’s view, is the evolution toward democracy in the
region. Today, following worldwide trends, younger generations
of writers tend to reject the political engagement that, for decades,
was a staple among Boom and post-Boom writers.? Instead, Vargas
Llosa adds, younger Latin American writers are more inclined to
write autofiction: “A mixture of fantasy and autobiography in which
the author becomes a character.” (Rodriguez Marcos n.p.) Indeed,
perhaps even more than previous generations, these authors resort
to their own life, identity, or reading experiences as a source of
inspiration to create their characters. As Puerto Rican author Mayra
Santos-Febres explains, in the autofiction genre writers assume that
“truth’ is always slippery and objectivity is Inevitably subjective.
The logic, coherence, and beauty ofa literary text are more important
than political correction, shyness, or loyalty to family.”

This rejection of “committed” art has to be understood within
the context of the Cold War cultural interventions and tensions
between political art and nonpolitical academic aestheticism. The
institutionalization of aesthetic modernism in the United States
during the 1940s and the endorsement of “pure art” in Latin

On Contemporary Latin American Fiction Xvii
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